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ABSTRACT

The oppression and marginalization of women represent an issue within the secretive confines of North
Korea, one of the worlds most closed off governments. This research delves into the facets of gender-based

discrimination, in North Korea drawing insights from memoirs penned by Korean women to gain a deeper

understanding of their lived experiences. Feminist scholarship has extensively examined the dynamics of
gender oppression and the diverse approaches women employ to navigate, resist and overcome these
challenges. This study focuses on themes such as subjugation, resistance and resilience among women with an
- emphasis on their struggles and triumphs. Through the lens of memoirs written by women we gain valuable
insights into the arduous realities faced in everyday life under totalitarian rule. The selected memoirs for
analysis include Yeonmi Park’s fn Order to Live; A North Korean Girl’s Journey to Freedom, Lucia Jang’s
Stars Between Sun and Moon; One Woman's Life in North Korea and Escape to Freedom, Eunsun Kim’s 4
Thousand Miles to Freedom; My Escape from North Korea and Jihyun Parks The Hard Road Out; On

Woman's Escape from North Korea. -

This study scrutinizes the mechanisms through which women experience oppression examining the web of
structures that perpetuate their marginalization and exploitation. The study also delves into the process of

moving from being oppressed to resisting particularly examining how women strategically wield power as a_

form of rebellion. They employ methods to undermine and challenge the existing structures that seek to
control them. It also delves into the idea of resilience showcasing how women persevere and recover from the
challenges brought about by systems showcasing their ability to thrive despite obstacles. This study aims to
offer a contribution, to the feminist discourse by thoroughly exploring these core issues. It strives to present
perspectives on the mechanisms of oppression and the remarkable ways in which women resist and triumph
over their circumstances. The challenging journey of escaping from North Korea and China marked by peril
and uncertainty illustrates their resilience and unyielding quest for freedom ingrained in human nature. The
examination of these account’s sheds light on the collective struggles of North Korean women serving as a

tribute, to their enduring strength and bravery.
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